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LITERARY DEPARTMENT
H .C . N ix ,

E D ITO R

T H E PURPLE AN D W H IT E

cause of his sincere sympathy for the innocent little mouse;
and the beautiful little daisy.

An Appreciation of Burns.
“ Thou lingering star, with less’ning ray,
That lov’st to greet the early morn,
Again thou usher’st in the day
My Mary from my soul was torn.
O Mary! dear departed shade!
Where is thy place of blissful rest?
See’st thou thy lover lowly laid?
Hear’st thou the groans that rend his breast?”

This begins one o f the many songs written by, perhaps,
the world’s greatest song writer. I admire these songs for
they seem to come direct from the heart o f this jovial young
Scotchman. They are not mechanical words and rimes set to
music, but each song is filled with music already. His songs
have varying qualities. Some are filled with his rollicking
humor, some are patriotic, while others contain a degree of
pathos which we all enjoy.
These songs, coming as they do from the very heart of
Burns, are representative expressions o f the common people.
The people were tiring of classicism. They were becoming
more and more romantic in nature. Burns himself had a ro
mantic spirit, and realizing that the common people are at
heart romantic and lovers o f the ideal, and that simple hu
man emotions furnish the elements o f true poetry, he gave
us his wonderful songs which need only to be read or heard,
to be loved. We love them for their music and simplicity.
Even the unlearned understand and love them when read or
sung. As long as there is an English speaking race Burns’
songs will be preserved and cherished. Tim e tends only to
increase their popularity.
Besides his songs, Burns wrote many other poems in re
sponse to nature. Perhaps the best two o f these were “ T o a
Mouse” and “ To a Mountain Daisy.” It seems that Burns
had a very sensitive nature himself and therefore could sym
pathize with all of the works of nature. One can not read
these poems without having a great admiration for Burns, because
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Burns used no set rules in his

poetry but as nature appealed to him, so did he write. Shakes
peare, Milton, Johnson, Addison, and other great writers are
to be admired for their grand contributions to English litera
ture, but I admire Burns more, probably, than any o f these
great writers. Not because his literature is greater than theirs,
not because he produced more literature than they, but be
cause he was indeed a poet o f nature. He Was the “ Plow
man” poet, not educated, but a natural genius. He discov
ered, in nature, subjects which had been passed unnoticed by
the great writers before his day, and wrote poems which real
ly animate us and fill us with a love and appreciation of na
ture, that we never knew before. Since having read Burns
one can really see more in nature and really enjoy life more
I thank Burns for opening up this field of nature and show
ing us that there is some pleasure in the protection of the
“ Wee, modest, crimson-tipped flower,” and the innocent little
mouse.
I can not discuss all o f Burns’ poems here, but it may be
said that all his poems, from the shortest song to “ The Cot
ter’s Saturday Night” and “ Tam O ’Shanter” (which are
among the longest of his works) need only to be read to be
appreciated and enjoyed—to be studied to be loved. In “ Cot
ter’s Saturday Night” Burns gives us perhaps the most vivid
picture o f noble poverty which we have. If he had given us
no other poem but this, he deserves to be remembered and
honored as long as civilization lasts. He pictures to us in
this poem a happy home, and shows us that wealth nor riches
is a necessity o f true happiness. But rather he impresses us
with the idea that a home is happier without wealth, for in
dedicating the poem to a friend of his, who was a Nobleman,
Burns told him that he would be happier if he held the humble
position of this peasant whom he was describing. Burns prob
ably lived the life of this Cotter whom he has so well describ
ed and his poem is only a record of real experiences true to
life. There is so much originality in this poem; and the fact
that it seems a part of Burns himself, giving his expressions,

6
THE PURPLE AND WHITE
and not his alone, but the expression of the common people
towards the spirit of freedom or individualism makes this, to
my mind, the greatest of Burns' works. There are few poems
in the English language that I love or appreciate more than
“Cotter's Saturday Night." More than any other poem it
gives us an incite into Burns' real nature. After reading it I
can appreciate Burns more, and can appreciate the value of
real freedom and true happiness tenfold. I would be glad if
be had given us more such poems.
Who does not like humor? Who does not like real fun,
at times? It matters not to what extent a person is gloomy or
melancholy he likes to banish this spirit at times and, as Mil
ton said, “bid mirth to come in.” There is a remedy for
melancholy in some of Burns’ poems—for instance in “Tam
O'Shanter.” This in not the only humorous poem that Burns
wrote but it is the longest one and is typical of his humorous
spirit. There is a peculiarity in Burns’ humor which seems
different from moat authors. As in his emotional poems, and
poems of nature, he seems to put his whole soul into his hu
mor. It makes os appreciate it all the more, since it is an
expression of part of his nature.
I also appreciate Burns for his stand and attitude towards
the spirit of democracy or individualism. In fact I think we
owe him as much for this expression as for his literature. I
might write numerous pages on Burns, bet I could never
say too much in praise of him; and I am sure I could never
find words to express fully my appreciation for this true Gen
ius, our Plowman Poet.
H omer G. D yer.
Not e .—The constant use of the pronoun “I” is due to
the requirement in the English course that the appreciation
be personal.
Mr. Conerly (discussing the Shakespeare plays): How
many of you have read Hamlet?
Mr. King: I have read Lamb’s tale.
Mr. Conerly: How long is Lamb’s tale on Hamlet?
Mr. Milner (busy eating): A sheep’s tale is about a foot
long.
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Begging

Hamlet’s Pardon and W ith Apology to
“ Billie" Shakespeare.
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To cheat or not to cheat, that is the question:—
Whether tis nobler in the mind to suffer,
The slings and arrows of outrageous D’s
Or take up cribs against a bevy of teachers
And by opposing end them. To cheat, to crib,
Always:—And, by a crib to say we end
The headaches, and the thousand sleepless nights
That students are heir to—'Tis a consumption
Devoutly to be wished, To crib—to cheat
To cheat! perchance be caught ; ay there’s the rub!
For in that catching what awful things may happen.
When we are face to face with fellow students
Must make us pause: there's the thought
That makes so many of us honest;
For who would bear the teats and exams of school.
The professor’s close marking, the scorn of brighter classmates
The D’s and F's of monthly reports, and possible
Rakings over the coals by Father dear.
When he himself might E’s quite easy make
With a wee crib? Who would math and Latin
And such things study to make weary life a success
But for the dread of being caught and ostracised
To that undesirable country commonly called “The sticks?"
This thought alone not only makes us shudder
But makes us take those grades we have
Than try for others we could not make.
Thus do our comrades make gentlemen of
Us all. And in the making what good
Deeds they do.
But hold! enough—Why should we go
On futher. ’Tis well to know that all is well
To those who do their best.
HAMLET.
Per OMELET.
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A Teacher’s Relation to His Community.
“ Still they gazed, and still the wonder grew,
That one small head could carry all he knew. ” —Goldsmith.

Too many o f our teachers are going out into strange com 
munities to teach, feeling that people regard them just as the
people did Goldsmith’s country school master he pictures so
well in his “ Deserted Village.”
They seem to think every body looks on them as walking
encyclopedias, or bureaus o f information, so to speak, and
consequently this forms a distinct line of separation between
the teacher and the social life o f the community. This should
not be the case.
Aside from the school, the teacher is an individual in the
community and has his share in the common community life.
This share he should take. It is a mistake, it seems to me,
for any teacher to isolate himself and otherwise than in his
schoolroom fail to be felt as a unit in society. In his church,
in any other forms of life in which his special interest lies,
whether it be music, art, science or what else, in organiza
tions aiming at the betterment of the community, in all these
things he should share. If one is capable o f handling and
handling well the instruction o f a school, he ought also to be
capable of handling the affairs which tend towards the inter
est, prosperity, and improvement o f society.
No doubt the teacher in a public school should always
avoid an active connection with factional politics. O f course
as a citizen he has a right to hold and express his opinion
with regard to political principles. This expression should
be treated with discretion. The teacher has no right to teach
the principles o f any one political party in the schoolroom.
Outside the schoolroom, however, as said, he has a right
to express his political ideas freely. That, however, is a very
distinct thing from contact with such political organizations
as have to do with factious, and particularly with personal
politics.
The teacher should be not merely apart from these things,
but above them, living on a higher plane. Moreover, as an
officer o f the state— and every public school teacher is that—
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the teacher surely should not interfere in the choice of mem
bers of school boards or of other officials having to do directly
or indirectly with his personal interests as a teacher.
As a citizen the public school teacher, as I have said,
has certain rights from which he can not be barred, but his
interests should certainly go no farther.
He is not merely a citizen, but in a large sense a teacher
o f the entire community and his life should be a fit one for
the whole community to copy.
This goes much farther than the general proposition here
set forth. Especially, a teacher should never, under any cir
cumstances, use unworthy means to attain a professional end.
He has no business for disreputable wire pulling to secure his
appointment or advancement. This is unbecoming to any
citizen, to say nothing of a teacher. He should rest for his
success solely on his merits as a teacher. It is his business,
in a large sense, to set an example for his community in this
line.
When teachers forget themselves and engage in unworthy
schemes for their advancement, they are destroying a large
part of the value o f their work and seriously injuring the
teaching profession.
W e hear much about the small salaries paid to the teach
ers. The salaries are small. The largest prizes in reach of
the profession are not equal to the salary paid a chef in a
first-class hotel or a Pullman car porter. Many a chauffeur
is paid more than the average teacher receives. Should we
for that reason seek to set the scale of the teachers’s salary on
the basis of the hotel chef or the chauffeur? By no means.
For my part I am proud to see so many men and women, most
of them young too, educated, laborious, and self-sacrificing
who are willing to give their life to a profession knowing full
well when they enter it that they will never reap large finan
cial rewards. Of course in business the financial considera
tion is first; it should be first, and I do not regard financial
ends as unworthy, neither is it unworthy for any one to ac
quire as a result of his business activities a fortune; and yet
surely the community does need those whose ends are dif-
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ferent, and to whom money rewards are a matter of secondary
consideration. There are such classes in every community,
almost, in the clergy, the teaching profession, and in most
cases the medical profession. The fundamental difference
between one of the professions and a business establishment
is in the primary end in view.
With the teacher the fundamental end is service. His
aim is to better the community. He sacrifices his personal
interest to do that. He rejoices in that sacrifice, and is will
ing to live simply and go without many of the means of lux
ury which are so common in a wealthy community.
He seeks his reward elsewhere, and that reward is found
in good service, in the attainment of large results in his pro
fession. The fundamental law of life is not wealth but ser
vice. He who can best render a service to the community de
serves best of the community, and he who learns that in ser
vice well rendered is the choicest gratification has learned the
best lesson in all living. It is not the gratification of the
senses but that of achievement that makes the happiest men.
I rejoice in the teaching profession, then, as one which is
fundamentally a profession that seeks to render service, and
which regards the money returns as secondary and altogether
incidental. The salaries of teachers are small. I am only
too proud to hear of an increase. But when all is said and
and done, they will remain small as compared with the re
wards of other vocations, and a teacher entering on his pro
fession, must deliberately expect to sacrifice wealth. He must
do that in the full expectation of attaining a larger satisfac
tion in his chosen profession.
C h a s . C. DAILEY, ’ 13.

Miss Rutledge: You certainly are sharp, Mr. Gilbert.
Mr. Gilbert: Well I ought to be, Papa used to take me
out in the wood shed about four times a week and strop me.
Mr. Howard: Explain the phrase “Windows of the Soul."
Mr. Reynolds: He must have meant that he had holes in
his shoes.
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EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT
A. C. J O N E S , E D IT O R -IN -C H IE F

The May number of The Purple and White will be a
Senior number with a wealth of cuts of all the classes and
school organizations. This special number is to take the
place of an annual and will be sent free to regular subscrib
ers. Every college activity will be well represented and the
numerous cuts, designs, and special illustrations, with the
humorous and literary material, will make this an interesting
and valuable picture of our college work.
Give us your encouragement by cooperating with our
editors and business managers and by contributing interest
ing material. This special issue will mean much to you and
to the school.
The plan for the April issue of our magazine was to make
it altogether an alumni number. No doubt on account of
not reaching this decision and not making the announcement
sooner, we have failed to receive as much material from the
alumni as we would otherwise. Although several have re
sponded with splendid contributions yet the magazine on the
whole is not as purely an alumni issue as we would like to
have it. However if the staff sees fit hereafter to make the
April issues alumni issues, we shall all understand and no
doubt we will without the least hesitancy contribute liberally
to these special alumni numbers and make them a grand suc
cess.
The annual debate between the Morgan and Calhoun Lit
erary Societies which is to be held April 13 promises to be the
most interesting debate yet held between the two societies.
The subject for debate is, Resolved: That all judges
should be subject to recall by the people, when 25 per cent, o f
the qualified voters shall demand it. The Morgan will repre
sent the affirmative and the Calhoun the negative.
The speakers are Messrs. A. C. Jones and E. P. Houston
for the Morgan and Messrs. I . E. McCollough and H. C. N ix
for the Calhoun.
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Much interest is being manifested in the debate and a
large crowd of visitors is expected.
Owing to the bad weather for the past few days very lit
tle practice has been gotten in base ball. Nevertheless the team
is fast rounding in shape. A nice schedule has been arranged,
a captain elected and prospects are bright for a winning team
this year.
The students were very fortunate in getting to witness
two o f Shakespeare’s plays at the opera house March 21. A
full description of both performances is found in this issue.

CLASS DEPARTMENTS
Senior Class.
C l a r a J o h n s , Editor.
The Seniors are d o in g ‘ ‘ wonderfully well” these days.
The beautiful weather seems to have given them inspiration
and a desire to do better work than in the past. As usual,
when commencement draws nigh, we are earnestly working
preparing for our graduating exercises.
Our weekly institute meetings are very instructive and
interesting, as we are now discussing the aims and methods
of teaching the different studies in Grammar-schools. We al
so discuss our practice teaching and gain knowledge by the
experiences of others.

Junior Class.
M a u d C. H a r r is o n , Editor.

The members of the Junior class are making extensive
preparations for “ A W orld’s Feast” to be held at the college
April 22, which it is expected will afford an evening’s enter
tainment for all who choose to attend, and also provide funds
for purchasing some new books for the Pedagogy Department.
The regular class Institute was held March 23, when the
following program was ably rendered:
The Rural School Problem” — F. S. Self.
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“ Rural School Consolidation” — R. A. Philips.
“ How to Teach Primary Arithmetic"— Miss Sadie John
son.
We have just finished our study o f the works o f Burns
and Wordsworth, the two greatest nature poets that the En
glish speaking world has ever produced. Each of these mar
vellous poets is pre-eminently master o f the phrase that
charms and intoxicates. Yet there is a very distinct differ
ence between the magic o f Burns and the charm of Words
worth.
Burns was an innovator; his songs, the embodiment of
that which is most spontaneous, revolutionized English poetry.
In Wordsworth we find a purer, loftier note, a freshness
o f atmosphere illuminating common things.
At the close of our study of Burns each member of the
cla wrote an appreciation of Burns. The paper that receiv
ed the highest number of votes for being the best paper ap
pears in this issue of The Purple and White.

Sophomore Class.
L iz z ie R u m b l e y , Editor.

The Sophomores held their regular monthly institute Feb.
23, when an interesting and instructive program was render
ed.
Several papers on “ Practical Education” by members of
the class, and an excellent talk on “ Cultural and Vocational
Education” by Prof. Howard were!greatly enjoyed.
The class held a meeting March 11 for the purpose of
electing offices for the new term. The following persons were
elected: Mr. J. R. Edmonson, President; Mr. C. D. Tatum,
Vice President; Miss Alma Cowden, Secretary; and Miss Liz
zie Rumbley, Critic.

Freshman Class.
F a n n ie R u t l e d g e , Editor.

The regular institute of the Second Grade class was held
the last week in February when a very interesting and instructive
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tive program was carried out. Especially worthy o f mention
was the paper on the “ Present Conditions in China” read by
Miss Willie V. Yancey.
With Mr. Nixon as Interpreter, we are traveling through
the Slough o f Despond, the Valley o f Humiliation, the Valley
o f the Shadow o f Death, the Doubting Castle, and see in the
dim vistas o f the future the River of Death; but we hope to
attain at last the Celestial City (a certificate).
Cubes and squares have no terror at all,
Mr. Harris has made them clear to all,
By a little rule, it was his own
But now by each and all 'tis known.
Burchie Aldridge (in algebra): Mr. Harris, why does a
plus 2b plus 3c plus .'. plus x n = Hamlet?
Mr. Harris: Because you don’t know whether it’s two be or
not two be.
The Revolutionary War has been the topic o f discus
sion in our History class the last two weeks. Some very in 
teresting outline maps have been made, showing each move
ment of the opposing armies from 1775 to 1779.
In view of the coming examinations the Alabama His
tory class has started a review.
M r. Saunders has introduced a new subject for the Second
Grade. We fear that he is infringing on Miss McMelon’s
rights. What is it? “ Mud Pies.” For further particulars visit
the Science room the second period.

Ode to S. N. S.
You dear old school o f Jacksonville,
Oh but I love thee well!
You are the dearest to my heart,
There thy memories ever dwell.
You have raised my aspirations
T o things not dreamed o f before;
L ife’s problems you have helped me solve,
They trouble me no more.
N ow when I leave thy halls so dear
T o fight life’s dreaded battles;
The lessons I have learned from you
W ill ever help and comfort.
— “ Speareshake.”
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ATHLETIC DEPARTMENT
F. S . S E L F ,

e d it o r

Sometime ago about thirty lovers o f baseball journeyed
to the baseball ground with bats, balls, and gloves to begin
practice, thinking that the warm fair days had come to stay,
but in this they were greatly mistaken. It began to rain with
out ceasing for several days, and the boys who were so anx
ious to get out and try for a place on the team were compelled
to lay aside their gloves and wait for more agreeable weather.
Although greatly handicapped at first by the disagreeable
weather, the team is now rounding into good shape and will
be ready in a few more days practice to entertain some other
good team.
Prospects are good for a winning team. The boys have
unusual interest in the game, and there seems to be an abund
ance of material to select from.
It is difficult at this writing to determine who will play
various positions on the team, as there are two or more candi
dates for nearly every place. The infield looks exceedingly
strong with those who have already tried-out and very likely
there will not be but few changes made. The outfield is also
well supplied, and while it has not had the practice that the
infield has, it is fast rounding into shape and will soon be
ready for the opening game.
All the worry just now is the pitching staff. There are sev
eral who will likely make good in the box, but no one has
presented himself yet as an experienced pitcher.
No doubt Mr. Harris has some one in view who will take
care of the twirling department; and with this important posi
tion well supplied there is no doubt that the team will come
out victorious in a majority of the games to be played.
The mountains are beautiful now with the flowers, shrubs
and trees budding out and the students are making up many
enjoyable parties and visiting them.
The “ Glee Club” gave a very interesting recital in the
music hall on the evening o f the 22nd,
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ALUMNI DEPARTMENT.

of the student body, and the opinion which I give is the

LOLA M

c

C O L L O U G H , E D IT O R

W e have attempted to make this number o f our maga
zine an alumni number, but have partially failed on account
of not being able to reach a sufficient number. We sent out
letters to many asking for contributions but have not received
many from them. Every one seems either too busy with his
own work or failed to get our letters. We are very glad to re
ceive the contributions printed in this department and hope
all alumni will respond to Mr. Johnston’s letter.
W e regret very much that we cannot come in touch with
more o f our graduates. We either do not reach them with
letters or they must be indifferent and do not wish to show their
appreciation o f our work. W e hope yet to receive letters
from the alumni and will take pleasure in printing them in
our magazine. Let us hear from you!

T o The Alumni of The State Normal School,
Jacksonville, Alabama.
Dear Fellow Alumni:
It was voted by the Alumni Association to have an an
nual banquet during the commencement season. Heretofore,
our banquets have been rather simple informal affairs because
we did not begin operations in time. We propose this year to
do better than we have done in the past. It is our hope to
have a larger number of the alumni with us this commence
ment than we have had heretofore. With this end in view, I
am writing this letter to urge you to be present and to notify
us beforehand if you expect to be here, because in order that
our plans may be perfected we must know as nearlv as possi
ble the exact number who will be present.
You have doubtless heard the good reports which have
been given concerning our institution this session. I was
graduated from this school in June 1898 and have kept in
close contact with it from that good day to this, and I want to
say that it is my judgment that this session has been the most
successful one in the school’ s history from every standpoint,
especially from that of quality o f work done and the quality
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unanimous expression of the people of Jacksonville and those
who have watched the work and growth of the institution with
sympathetic interest in the past.
This is the first session we have worked under anything
like an adequate appropriation, and the fact that the legisla
ture appropriated $60,000 for new buildings and equipment
was the cause of rejoicing on the part of all who know of the
great work done through Normal education in Alabama and
it marked an epoch in the history of the institution at Jack
sonville, for the state had never appropriated one penny for
building or equipment for it in the past. Steps are now being
taken to get the building started by summer, and we are anxi
ious to make our next commencement the most notable one in
the history of the school. Our president is exerting himself
in that direction and I feel that I can call upon the alumni
who have proven their loyalty and devotion by their works in
the past to co-operate fully in this matter.
The alumni address will be had on Tuesday, May 21 and
the banquet will be held in the evening from six to eight, the
price being $1.00 per plate. Please send in notice of the re
servation for you. Trusting that I may hear favorably from
a large number and that we may have a happy reunion dur
ing commencement season, I remain
Yours truly,
A l b e r t P. J o h n s t o n ,
President Alumni Association.
Dear Alumni:
It will be highly encouraging to those who have the in
terest of this school most closely at heart to have a large gath
ering o f the alumni during the next commencement. The
program will be unusually strong. Governor O ’ Neal will de
liver the baccalaureate address and other eminent speakers
will be heard.
The appropriation for grounds and buildings made by
the legislature marks an epoch in the development of our in
stitution, the beginning of which it is hoped will be seen this
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summer. My thanks are hereby extended every one who as
sisted in the work and many o f you did so. You have not
been called on in vain for co-operation in the past and I feel
sure you will, in the future as heretofore, aid me in every ef
fort for the advancement o f your alma mater.
Speaking for the Faculty and students I extend you each
and every one a cordial invitation to attend the com m ence
ment exercises. Come and be with us; it will do you good
and it will do us good. With personal assurances o f kind re
gards, I remain
Yours truly,
C. W . DAU GETTE.

for the sake o f auld lang syne. The trees on the campus
still stand and beckon; and the town square, though modified
by a small park in the middle, will still flood you with sug
gestions o f the past. Other landmarks are here to resurrect
past pleasures; and, as to past troubles, it will even be pleas
ant to remember these things.
In conclusion, let me ask you to meditate on this exhor
tation between now and commencement. If in need of senti
ment, hum the old negro melody:
“ if I live an’ don’t get killed,
I ’m goin’ back to Jacksonville."
C l a r e n c e N i x o n , ’07.

Fellow Alumni:
Will you take a moment to reflect and impress upon
yourselves the fact that you are graduates of this institution?
And will you consider a personal and unofficial urging that
you attend the 1912 commencement, so as to be present at the
greatest meeting and mingling of the “ old grads” that Jack
sonville has known?
There are many reasons why all should make a particu
lar point to attend commencement this year. In the first
place, the size and history o f our school not only justify, but
demand an enthusiastic alumni activity. It is also true that
the institution is now undergoing a transformation. New ap
propriations, for new buildings, an elevated curriculum, uni
form regulations along with the other normal schools, au en
larged faculty, an improved student body,— these are among
the indications to the effect that the old order changeth.
The turning point in the road is always a significant
viewpoint, and, when once passed, partly obscures the vision
of what is left behind. So this may be the last chance for us
to review our part of the road in full, to relive our school
days, to rekindle our memories. This may be the last good
chance for us to perpetuate the spirit and traditions o f our
regime. This may be the greatest chance for us to strength
en our alma mater ties and to show our loyalty.
Aside from the sense o f duty, consider an appeal to come

Some Reasons for the Teaching of Arithmetic.
T. J. LESLIE.

T o anyone who hopes to make the greatest success in the
teaching of any subject, the important question is; why is that
particular subject considered important enough to be taught
at all? There is more necessity in considering this question
than considering modes and methods, or text-books and the
way the subject-matter is arranged in such books, or the opin
ions of the masters. However the general treatment o f all the
matter at hand such as the presentation of the subject, when
and where to begin, the time consumed, books and methods
used, especially these and many more conditions should be
considered in answering this question. If we do not know
the place where we are going, how can we know the way?
The goal must be known if we hope to find the path.
In considering the importance of Arithmetic I will en
deavor to give the reasons for the teaching of the subject from
two view points: one as o f a mere inquiry into the present
conditions, and the other o f those who are interested in the
way the ideas have been built up now in favor o f the subject.
In the beginning o f the history of the study of Arithmetic,
the only reason for requiring children to study it was purely
utilitarian. In the far East this reason and for a purpose of
examination and connected slightly with the study o f the
sacred books were the only reasons for the study o f Arithmetic.
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However to the philosopher it was vastly more than this even
then. For the first reason then I will give the utilitarian
value, however not as strong a reason as the ancient held.
Next as has been slightly touched upon above is correla
tion in the study of other subjects. T o the ancients however
correlation of the study of Arithmetic was very little applied
to the study of the sacred books, while to us today woefully
little should be done even in home geography without being
acquainted with Arithmetic. As I have confined myself to
the study of A rith m etic in the primary grades, I will not go
into the discussion of the relation of the subject to physics,
chemistry, astronomy, and even history except to the extent
as foreshadowing these various subjects later is it necessary
for a foundation in Arithmetic which must begin in the pri
mary grades. One important use the ancients made in this
connection was the computation of the time of Easter.
The people along the banks of the Nile came to notice
the periodic mystery of the rise and fall of the river and took
an educational progress coming from renewed intercourse
from the outer world. Arithmetic came to be taught in this
country merely as a matter of custom. This is a tendency
too much centralized today under as examination system, too
much thought of in America at the present time.
Solon and Plato recognized even in their time a cultural
value in Arithmetic which we claim today as the most impor
tant of all reasons for the teaching of the subject. It was
Plato who first saw the possibility of the study o f Arithmetic to
awaken the soul and stir up a sleepy and uninterested spirit.
Pythagoras too saw in Arithmetic something beyond mere
calculation. Spencer says “ The process of self developm ent
should be encouraged to the uttermost. Children should be
led to make their own investigations, and to draw their own
inferences. They should be told as little as possible. Any
piece of knowledge which the pupil has acquired, any pro
blem which he has himself solved, becomes by virtue of the
conquest much more thoroughly his own than it could other
wise b e ." Bain puts it, “ The pupil should be made to feel
that he has accepted nothing without a clear and demonstrated
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ed reason to the entire exclusion of authority, tradition, pre
judice, or self interest.” This, however, will not come until
the higher grades are reached but it is, nevertheless, a cultur
al value.
In the developement of Arithmetic there were periods in
which it was com m on to undertake puzzles for play, and edu
cationally the subject has been studied to these ends in a very
slight degree and I will barely mention that as a reason for
study.
Some say that to be educated one must know Latin and
Greek, in fact all that can be found in general. Then upon
this pretense the study o f Arithmetic has assumed such a form
as a value because of a mere show of knowledge.
Two other reasons may be mentioned, however,they can
not be considered as having very much value today, although
I believe young children will become amused and work very
earnestly if the teacher can create a sentiment in that direc
tion : a value as an amusement, also as a quickener of wit
though to a limited extent.
After all the reasons for the teaching of Arithmetic we
may summarize by saying, like all other subjects, it is taught
either ( 1) for its utility, or (2 ) for its culture.
Miss Alma Whiteside is teaching at Four Mile, Jackson
ville, Ala.,
Miss Lillian Barksdale has resumed her work in the
Training school at Jacksonville, Ala.
Mr. J. P. Wooten is teaching at Opelika, Ala.
T o avoid “ D” do nothing, say nothing, be nothing.
Miss Adair (speaking of the Shakespearean plays): I
cannot go. I do not think that it would be consistent.
Mr. Howard: “ Foolish consistency is the hobgoblin
of little minds.”
Miss McMelon (in cook ing): Put in a pinch of white
pepper.
Miss Johns: Is white pepper salt?
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CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATIONS
MISS ROXIE D U N A W A Y , E D ITO R

The University News, Shawnee, Oklahoma,
lent chronicle o f school life.

is an excel

All things considered, The Mercerian, Mercer, is the best
magazine that we have received.
The Criterion, Texas, is a good magazine. “ The Hair
Reform " is an excellent idea. Why do not more of our sane
girls say “ away with the rats!”
The Critic, Lynchburg High School, is one o f our best
exchanges. Its stories are permeated with the air of the “ Old
South.”
Any one following Lam py’s Guide to
make a hit in society.

Behavior should

The Black and Gold keeps its Standard
chronicle.

as a school

The cuts in the Reflector, Mississippi, add much to the
appearance of the magazine.
A Dreamer writes some excellent poetry for the Predesti
narian.
The Messenger, Durham, N. C., has the right proportion
o f the serious and frivolous.
The A & I Reflector, Lineville, could be improved
more artistic cover.

by a

In the College Journal, Texas, Ekrah Connell gives us a
masterly treatment o f Shakespeare’s Women.
We appreciate very much the exchanges we have receiv
ed and would like to receive more.
If the Aberdeen High School, South Dakota, has enough
German students to justify the space given up to that lan
guage it is a good thing. Otherwise it would be better to
give that space to something o f more interest to the student
body in general.

Y. W . C. A.
We were glad to have Miss McGaugh lecture March 3
to the Y . W . C. A. on “ W oman’s W ork.” The following is
the outline o f her subject:
1. W om an’ s position in the world.
2. Her fitness for this position.
3. Her mission.
4. Opportunities afforded by the Y. W . C. A. for fulfill
ing this mission.
Mr. Bostian’s address March 17 on “ Woman’ s Oppor
tunities” was enjoyed very much. He pointed out the opportu
nities which lay before us, and told us of the great work we
might accomplish, if we grasp the opportunities as they come
to us.
A large crowd attended the box supper given by the Y .
W . C. A. March 16. Proceeds will aid very much in carry
ing on the work o f the Y . W . C. A .

Y . M. C. A.
Visit From N. C. Schlichter.
On March 2, the Association had the pleasure o f a visit
from Mr. N. C. Schlichter, of Charlotte, N. C., who is Inter
national Secretary of the Industrial Department o f the South.
Mr. Schlichter is interested in work among cotton mill
villages and lumber camps, and gave the students assembled
to greet him an interesting talk on the different phases of his
work. We are only sorry that every student in college did
not get to hear him, for those who did so were greatly bene
fitted by his talk. And then Mr. Schlichter is a master of the
English language anyway, having been a college professor in
this department before he entered Association work.
He seemed pleased with the efforts our Association is
making in night school work in the village, and after his ad
dress he held a conference with the workers in this particular
line.
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L O C A L S
C L A R A JO H N S , E D ITO R

Mr. S. B. Lawson spent several days with his sons, the
first of the month, and is well pleased with the work of the
students here.
Mr. T. J. Davis visited his daughter Nellie, a few days
ago.
Mr. Atkins, of Selma, who is doing much to aid the
normal schools, spent the 19th at the college, and gave a very
interesting talk to the students on “ Practical Education.”
Perhaps the most enjoyable entertainment given this year,
was a box party given by the members o f the Y. W. C. A, on
the evening of March the 16th in the auditorium o f the col
lege. The auctioneering o f the boxes caused much amuse
m e n t, and their contents were enjoyed by all who were lucky
enough to get a box, and a nice sum o f twenty-two dollars
was netted.
Many new students have been enrolled during the month
of :March.
The student body and townspeople are very interested in
the “ annual debate” which will come off April 13th.
The students are very busy now, reviewing for the April
examinations.
The Junior class will give a “ Panorama of the W orld "
entertainment on the 22nd at the college auditorium.
8:30 Thursday morning, April 4, almost every member of
the faculty and about sixty students boarded the Jacksonville
special car for the Alabama Educational Association at Birm
ingham. The enthusiasm showed the crowd intent on pleas
ure as well as profit Many college songs and yells gave vent
to long pent up energy.
It can be truly said that no one state institution was bet
ter represented at the Association than the Jacksonville State
Normal. Displayed across one end of the hall of the high
school building were large letters which read, “ Headquarters,
Jacksonville Normal.” Here on the afternoon of the 5th was
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held an enthusiastic meeting o f the alumni and old students.
Many spirited talks—if it had been a banquet, they would
have been called “ toasts"— were made by members of the
faculty, and by many pupils who expressed their indebtedness to
Jacksonville.
The most attractive exhibit of manual arts and domestic
science was certainly that of the Normal which occupied a
prominent place and received much attention.
On returning to Jacksonville, it was the universal expres
sion that the Association was a great benefit and pleasure to
all.
__________________

The Shakespearean Performances.
PROF. CLAUD HOWARD.

“ I have never had a more attentive and appreciative au
dience,” was the comment of the manager of the McEnteeEvison company immediately after the performance of “ The
Merchant o f Venice” in the opera house on the afternoon of
March 21. Equally as appreciative, tho much more numer
ous, were those that witnessed the excellent performance of
“ Hamlet” in the evening. This was the first occasion the
town and college have had of seeing Shakespeare staged by
this company, popularly known as the Ben Greet players; and
it will be long remembered by those who are interested in the
best dramatic performances for our town and college as a
significant event. For this unusual occasion, unqualified credit
is due the manager o f the opera house, Mr. J. P. Burke.
T o the students this was an exceptional opportunity to
see Shakespeare with the minimum adulteration and “ starr
ing” effects that mar the REAL Shakespeare. Tho there were
slight tendencies toward mere“ stage plays” in L a n c e lo t's de
vice to get tips from every character on the stage and in
Gratiatio’s unrestrained disgust at Shylock which was ex 
pressed in undignified modern slang, yet on the whole both
plays seemed a near approach to what one may believe was
the type o f Shakespearean acting.
“ The Merchant of Venice,” probably due to the student’ s
better understanding of the play and partially to better balan
ced

THE PURPLE AND WHITE
26

T H E PURPLE AN D W H IT E

anced acting in all the parts, seemed better received than
“ Hamlet.” Mr. McEntee’s representation o f the avaricious
and revengeful Shylock made the character genuinely alive
and remarkably human. His most powerful dramatic acting
was his exit from the trial. Crushed and broken, he tottered
from the court in an agony that elicited, momentarily at least,
sympathy from the most unsympathetic. Portia’s role was
effective, tho not as animated as one might have wished, es
pecially in the thrilling casket scene. Nerissa’s part, repre
sented by Miss Evison, was better played. The other charac
ters were well represented and the whole cast was well bal
anced.
Probably no more effective ghost scene could be played
under the stage limitations than that which opened “ Hamlet.”
This scene got a hold on the audience that was not released
until the curtain fell upon the bloody catastrophe. Hamlet,
with his mourning suit, his sallow complexion, his fixed gaze,
his deep and steady tones, at once gained close attention and
his experiences and tragic conflicts were intently followed un
til the close. One o f the most effective touches was his scru
tinizing gaze at King Claudius during the mock play. Ophe
lia’s part was well received, except the scene of her madness,
which was taken as a humorous rather than as a deeply yet
delicately pathetic moment. The grave diggers’ comic relief
was a genuine delight; and Polonius gave his role more real
humor than is characteristic o f the common acting o f his part.
The whole play was so well given that one is puzzled to know
why the climax scene where Hamlet discovers the King pray
ing and gets his opportunity once for all to strike was
omitted, and also why the most beautiful lines o f Shakespeare
in Horatio’s farewell to Hamlet were not given.
But whatever minor criticisms may be made, all in all
the two performances doubtless meant more to those who had
not seen Shakespeare staged than two weeks study under a
competent instructor in the class room. Shakespeare is real
only when adequately played and it is here that one must see
him to truly know him. Human life becomes greater and
deeper when we see his delightful comedy and his dark trage
dy forcibly represented. This we saw and only wish that we
may again have another opportunity of seeing the same com 
pany in other plays.

T o The First Grade Class.

The record of the school we will not start
But our class will do its part.
This noble class of girls and boys
Is looking for knowledge, not for joys.
Although they work with a willing heart
The rightful things, they do their part.
Our teachers all are brave and true
And give their very best to you.
So let's give them our meed of praise
And make of these our happiest days,
While giant oaks like sentinels stand
To guard our happy First Grade hand.
When school closes and classmates part
We'll see many a sad and lonelyheart.
To think of leaving this happy class
Our hearts do ache alas! alas!
Of course 'tis always sad to part
But into business we must start.
In after years when memory calls
We’ll love these dear old college walls,
Where we began in our First Grade
And through the work we made a raid;
Our hearts with pride will always swell
When we thy charms to others tell.
This noble class of girls and boys
Has worked together with countless joys.
They have hearts that are so strong and brave
They’d stand for the right in face of the grave;
Our noble hearts will always thrill
When we think of dear old Jacksonville.
"NIFFEY."
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Oh! give to me a Southern home;
I do not care the world to roam
T o find a better place to live,
But humbly pray, “ just give, oh! give
T o me a home that’s beautified
With Southern flowers, with trees that hide
The sun and vibrate all day long
With Southern birds’ sweet notes of song.”
Oh! give to me a Southern maid,
With Southern love to never fade,
T o bless that Southern home, to bear
With me all trouble and to share
With me the pleasure that will come,
Perhaps, unmeasured to our home.
Then will you not have made for me
a heav’n this side Eternity?
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— C l a r e n c e N ix o n ,

in the Chattanooga Times.
Mr. Saunders (in Chemistry): Oxygen is essential to all
animal existance. There could be no life without it. Strange
to say it was not discovered until a century ago, when-----Mr. Dailey (interrupting): Well what did they do be
fore it was discovered?
Mr. Howard: What is the meaning o f the word sublime?
Physics student: The vapor o f Iodine is sublime.
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Next Session Begins Wednesday
September 4 , 1912
NEW BUILDINGS—Smith Dining Hall, Carnegie
Library, Agricultural Hall, Broun Engineering Hall,
Dairy and Horticultural Laboratories and Green
houses.

DEPARTMENTS :
I. College of Engineering and Mines:—Civil,

Electrical, Mechanical and Mining; Engineering, Archi
tecture, Mechanic Arts, Technical Drawing, Machine
Design, etc.
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III. Academic College:

IV. College of Veterinary Medicine.
Expense:— Free tuition to residents o f Alabama,

$20.00 to non-residents. Board in Dormitory and with
private families.
For catalogue and further information, address

CHAS. C. THACH, LL. D., President

Auburn, Alabama.
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